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“Mrs. Mellon’s designs reflect not only innate talent and 
exquisite artistic sensibility but also deep and analytical 
thought. Mrs. Mellon’s style is sometimes summarized in 
her oft-repeated phrase ‘nothing should be noticed,’ but 
equally it was her practice that no detail should be ignored. 
. . . In this book, Linda Jane Holden brings together for the 
first time the brilliant accomplishments of  Mrs. Mellon in 
garden design, and Roger Foley’s outstanding photographs 
capture the essence of  some of  the very special places that 
she created.” 

—Sir Peter Crane, from the Foreword

The GARDENS of
BUNNY MELLON
Throughout her long and storied life, Rachel “Bunny” 
Mellon’s greatest passion was garden design. Although she 
had no formal training, she amassed a vast horticulture library 
and read voraciously. She and her husband Paul Mellon, one 
of  the wealthiest men in America, maintained homes in New 
York, Cape Cod, Nantucket, Antigua, and Virginia, and 
she designed the gardens at all of  them. She also designed 
gardens for some of  her dearest friends, including President 
and Mrs. Kennedy. At JFK’s request, she redesigned the 
Rose Garden and the East Garden (renamed the Jacqueline 
Kennedy Garden) at the White House, and at the request of  
his widow, she landscaped the JFK grave site in Arlington 
National Cemetery and the grounds of  the John F. Kennedy 
Presidential Library and Museum in Boston. She enjoyed a 
warm friendship with couturier Hubert de Givenchy, who 
designed much of  her wardrobe, from her gowns to her 
gardening hats and smocks. He shared her love of  gardens, 
and together they designed the formal and kitchen gardens at 
his Château du Jonchet in the French countryside. They also 
oversaw the restoration of  the Potager du Roi (Louis XIV’s 
kitchen garden) at Versailles. 

The first book to focus on all of  the public and private 
gardens that Mellon designed, The Gardens of  Bunny Mellon 
is lavishly illustrated with her own garden plans, sketches, and 
watercolors, as well as with archival photographs and Roger 
Foley’s specially commissioned photographs of  the gardens, 
farm, and horticultural library at Oak Spring, the Mellon 
estate in Virginia. Author Linda Jane Holden’s text is based 
on extensive interviews with Mrs. Mellon before her death in 
2014 at age 103, as well as with the gardeners at the Mellon 
properties and at the White House. It is published with the 
cooperation and endorsement of  the Oak Spring Garden 
Foundation, the mission of  which is to perpetuate and share 
Bunny Mellon’s residence, garden, and extensive library. 

LINDA JANE HOLDEN is a garden historian, the author 
of  Presidents’ Gardens, and a contributing author to White 
House History, a publication of  the White House Historical 
Association. She first became aware of  Mrs. Mellon’s 
contributions to landscape design while working in the 
White House during the Reagan administration.  
She lives in Virginia.

ROGER FOLEY is an award-winning garden and landscape 
photographer. His work has appeared in dozens of  books 
and has been featured on hundreds of  websites and in 
magazines and newspapers, including Coastal Living, Martha 
Stewart Living, the New York Times, Smithsonian, and 
Southern Living. He lives in Virginia.

SIR PETER CRANE, a renowned botanical researcher and 
evolutionary plant scientist and former director of  the Royal 
Botanic Gardens, Kew, is the inaugural president of  the Oak 
Spring Garden Foundation, the former Mellon estate. 
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Front cover: A view of the Oak Spring Formal Garden, looking 
north toward the Allée and Formal Greenhouse from the Sunday 
Kitchen in the main house.  

Back cover: Bunny Mellon walking through the Allée toward the 
Formal Garden (see also pages 106–7).
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Roger Foley is an award-winning garden and landscape photographer. His work 
has appeared in dozens of  books and has been featured on hundreds of  websites and 
in magazines and newspapers, including Coastal Living, Martha Stewart Living, the 
New York Times, Smithsonian, and Southern Living. He lives in Virginia.

Sir Peter Crane, a renowned botanical researcher and evolutionary plant scientist 
and former director of  the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, is the inaugural president 
of  the Oak Spring Garden Foundation, the former Mellon estate. 
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The first book to focus on all of  the public and private gardens that 

Mellon designed, The Gardens of  Bunny Mellon (Vendome; October; $60) 
is lavishly illustrated with her own garden plans, sketches, and watercolors, as 
well as with archival photographs and Roger Foley’s specially commissioned 
photographs of  the gardens, farm, and horticultural library at Oak Spring, 
the Mellon estate in Virginia. Author Linda Jane Holden’s text is based on 
extensive interviews with Mrs. Mellon before her death in 2014 at age 103, as 
well as with the gardeners at the Mellon properties and at the White House. It 
is published with the cooperation and endorsement of  the Oak Spring Garden 
Foundation, the mission of  which is to perpetuate and share Bunny Mellon’s 
residence, garden, and extensive library.  


