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Who, exactly, is an haute bohemian? Leave it to the discriminating eye of photographer Miguel Flores-Vianna.
FOR HAUTE BOHEMIANS, HIS FIRST BOOK,
Flores-Vianna journeyed through four continents to capture
an extraordinary group of writers and editors, landscape
designers, artists and artisans, art and antiques dealers and
collectors, and interior designers, where they live—country
cottages, beach houses, city apartments, and a ranch, as
well as assorted châteaux and palazzi. Some of these spaces
are grand, others are modest, but all are original, stylish,
charming, and above all authentic, in the sense that they
reveal their owners’ care and taste.
From artist Alexander Twombly’s idyllic farmhouse and
studio in the Italian countryside to textile designer Nathalie
Farman-Farma’s enchanting London house, from furniture
designer and art dealer Osanna and Giangaleazzo Visconti di
Modrone’s contemporary art- and design-filled Renaissanceera home in Milan to landscape designer Madison Cox’s
retreat and garden library overlooking the coast of Spain in
Tangier, from World of Interiors founding editor Min Hogg’s
color-saturated hideaway on Gran Canaria to editor and
tastemaker Marian McEvoy’s cottage on the banks of
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athalie Farman-Farma often reminisces about her family’s ranch in her
native California. It seems that all of her recollections are associated
with the pleasures of healthy living: the long hours spent reading in a
house infused with the fragrance of the property’s evergreens; the
lively laughter-filled after-dinner games pitting members of different
generations against one another; the invigorating morning swims in the cold waters of the
lake. These are but some of the stories she tells about her life in a land halfway across the
globe from her London home.
The townhouse in which she and her husband, Amir, now live is a mere two blocks away
from Sloane Square, yet, as soon as one steps inside, London totally fades away. Every
room reveals Nathalie’s passion for all things French, Persian, and Russian. The Karelian
birch furniture and the icons are Russian; Persia is the origin of her tile collection; the
paintings on the walls are French. Textiles, both antique and those Nathalie has designed,
are everywhere: used as upholstery, covering walls, replacing doors as billowing curtains,
and filling cupboards and drawers throughout the house. These are rooms where the likes
of Ivan Turgenev, Eric Satie, or the Persian poet Iraj Mirza would feel right at home. These
are rooms that feel as though they have always been there.
And California? Although Nathalie may not realize it, her indomitable spirit, the curiosity
that led her to create a language of her own when designing rooms or fabrics, that freedom
to mix and match—that is California in her soul.
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the Hudson River—everything in it created with her own hands—from
boiserie restorers Delphine and Guillaume Féau’s maze-like Paris workshop
and luminous villa in Versailles to the Aldao family’s storied Argentine finca,
all twenty of the homes featured in Haute Bohemians are, in Miguel FloresVianna’s own words, “magnificent repositories of diverse cultures and
visions and beautiful descriptions of the geography of their owners’ lives.
It is the ‘geography of a life’ that renders them unforgettable because they,
like unforgiving mirrors, reflect who their owners are in a most personal
way. They are like maps of their desires and like images of how they see
themselves. All the houses in these pages are poetry.”
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Argentine-born Miguel Flores-Vianna is a photographer and writer and
has been an editor for more than twenty years. His photography is regularly
published in various American and European magazines. In 2013 he was one
of the creators of “In the Air,” a popular-trend column in T magazine. He lives
in London.

